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A Message from Pastor Rick 
 

     “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 

offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God--this is 

your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect 

will.” - Romans 12:1-2  

     We recently had this verse as one of our readings in worship on Sunday 

morning.  It speaks to our whole lives being worship as we respond to God’s 

amazing love and the encouragement to seek to surrender to His leading in our 

lives. We are encouraged that we have the blessing of gathering together each 

week as we seek to continue to grow in our relationship with God and with 

one another.  It’s His desire to daily renew our hearts and minds as we seek to 

follow Him.  I’m reminded of a story I came across recently that speaks to this:   

In the mid-1700s, a shipload of migrants landed on the coast of America. Their 

first year, they established a site on which they’d build their town. The second 

year, they elected a town government. The third year, the town government 

made the decision to build a road stretching five miles westward into the wil-

derness. 

     In the fourth year, the townspeople tried to overthrow their own govern-

ment because they believed building a road five miles into the wilderness was a 

waste of money. The very same people who saw thousands of miles across an 

ocean and overcame hardships to get there couldn’t see five miles down the 

road! 

     As Christians we sometimes struggle just like those townspeople. It’s easy 

to reach a point in our walk with Christ and think we have no further to go. 

We can be led to feel we’ve become close enough with God to be comfortable, 

so we go into “maintenance mode” and stop moving forward. 

     Our comfort in Christ comes from the fact that through faith, we’re firmly 

planted in Him. But as we grow and mature, we surrender daily as we are 

transformed more and more into His image. We are encouraged not to be-

come complacent and content in yesterday’s spiritual growth, but to seek to 

allow God to lead us forward in our faith as we surrender our lives to Christ 

day by day. 
     One of the blessings of being connected with one another in worship and 

study together is that God can use those times to encourage, strengthen and 

renew our walk with Him.  We continue to enjoy many blessings as a people of 

God here at the Lutheran Church of Arcata!  It is such a blessing to gather with 

you in worship, to serve alongside you as we care for the needs of others, and 

to fellowship together as a people of God.  Let us continue to celebrate all that 

God is doing in our lives.  It is a wonderful privilege to be strengthened in our 

faith journey together! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
 

Pastor Rick 
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September Worship Schedule 
 

September 2  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  

Message:  “It All Starts With God—Discovering Your Life’s Vocation” 

Text:   Colossians 1:16  
 

Lessons:    Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9                                                

 Ephesians 6:10-20                                                                        

 Mark 7:14-23  

 

September 9  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Message:  “A Life of Growth” 

Text:   Colossians 2:7 
 

Lessons:    Isaiah 35:4-7a 

      James 2:1-10, 14-18 
      Mark 7: (24-30) 31-37  

 

September 16  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Rally Day!  Worship at Freshwater Park  10 a.m. 
 

Message: “A Life of Worship” 

Text:   Revelation 4:11 
 

Lessons:     Isaiah 50:4-10 

       James 3:1-12 

                 Mark 9:14-29  

                  

September 23  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Message:   “Mirror, Mirror on the Wall”  -Guest Preacher Pr. Bob Illman  

Text:   Mark 9:30-37 
 

Lessons:     Jeremiah 11:18-20 

       James 3:13-4:10 

       Mark 9:30-37 

 

September 30  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  

Message:  “A Life of Community” 

Text:   Ephesians 2:19 
 

Lessons:    Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29                                               

 James 5:(1-12) 13-20                                                                        

 Mark 9:38-50 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 
For Healing:   

Joann Barklage  

Sandra Burton 

Emil Craig 

Matt Parkhurst 

Dennis Ray 

Mollie Smith 
 

In the Military:  

Josh Henry 

Seth Jarvis  

Jackson Klopp 

David Seda   
 

In Prison:   

Deuce Adams  

Jeff Dumont  

Caius Joesting 
 

9/2 Elizabeth Lund 

 Lisa Beaty 
 

9/3 Katie Hoopes 

 Ryan Hoopes 

9/7 Jane Trinidad 

9/13 Peter Oliver 

9/18 Bob Illman 

9/19 Josh Grondalski 
 

9/22 Sadie Claasen 

 Arielle Czerwinski 

9/23 Ella Illman 

9/29 Christine Hensen  

9/30 Jan Niclai 

 



 

Page 3 Connections 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday 

September 19th  

at 7 pm. 
 

All are welcome!         

No experience necessary!   
 
 

____________________________ 

 

 

LWML Events 
 

Saturday, September 8th  
 

LWML Quilt Tying 

for Lutheran World Relief 

10 am—2 pm 

@ St. Mark’s Ferndale 

Lunch will be provided.   

No quilting skills needed. 

Come and enjoy  

the fellowship! 

 

 

Saturday, October 6th 
 

LWML Fall Rally! 

9:30 am—2 pm 

@ Grace Crescent City 

Registration $10 

Lunch will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rally Sunday! 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class will resume 

on Sunday, September 23rd at 11 a.m. following 

worship.  This year’s theme will be “Discovering 

Spiritual Maturity” and will  focus on the spiritual 

disciplines of daily devotion, prayer, meditation, 

fellowship, and Bible study as ways that God  

uses to build and strengthen our faith and rela-

tionship with Him.  Please consider taking part 

in this discovery and renewal time together with 

your brothers and sisters in the Lord!  
 

“God Questions in a Postmodern World,” is the subject of a Sunday School 

Class for young adults and older teens.  The class will explore the kind of 

questions being asked today by philosophers and young adults in a post Chris-

tian world where God is not presumed.  The class will view videos by contem-

porary thinkers and ponder how we can interact with those with questions 

about God and Christianity.  Bob Illman will be leading the class. 

 

Sunday School Class for Youth of all ages will also begin after worship on the 

23rd and will be led by Joann Barklage and Elizabeth Illman. 

 

 

 Family Education Begins Sunday, September 23rd! 

 

Join your parish friends and make new ones  

as we celebrate  
 

Rally Day!   
Sunday, September 16th  

10:00 a.m. 

at Freshwater Park 
 

  Our worship service will be outdoors beginning  

at 10 a.m. followed by a Bar-B-Q in the park.   

Hamburgers, hotdogs and all the fix-ins  

will be provided.   

Please bring a side-dish, fruit or chips to share.  
 
 

Note:  Parking is $5/car.  Consider carpooling. 
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 Refuel Returns! 

“Refuel,” our young adult/college ministry is meeting both on the HSU cam-

pus this year and will also host weekly evening gatherings here at church on 

Thursdays at 6 p.m. Each week there will be a meal, devotions and a time to 

connect together. Refuel is led by Valetta “Vee” Malofsky our new campus min-

istry staff person. All young adults in the community are invited to share in this 

weekly time of fellowship and prayer together. Please email Vee at   

vm595@humboldt.edu with any questions and for additional information as to 

the on-campus meeting times and locations.  

 

We need your help!  As our Refuel ministry kicks off this new season, we are 

looking for volunteers willing to help provide an entrée for meal times on a ro-

tation basis. Please talk to Valerie if you would be willing to be a part of a team 

that would take turns doing this. "Many hands make light work!" is an appropri-

ate saying for this ministry. You will be given plenty of time to prepare and de-

tails of what you will be asked to bring in advance. Please consider helping to 
support this ministry to our college students!   
 

Tabletalk:  All women are invited to join in a time of devotion, prayer and   

fellowship every other Monday evening beginning September 10th at 7 p.m.  We 

will be using a devotional titled, “One Thousand Gifts Devotional: Reflections 

on Finding Everyday Grace” by Ann Voskamp. This will be a wonderful time of 

sharing, encouraging and building one another up in the faith and we hope you 

will consider joining us. For more information on meeting times and locations, 

please check the information board in the church narthex or contact 

 

Joann Barklage at jmsbarklage@aol.com,  

Janet Holmes at janetholmes47@gmail.com  

or Sally Illman at sallysrm@gmail.com 

 
  

The Salty Sisters is a Women’s Bible Study that meets 

Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. in the “Salt Cellar” 

(downstairs of the church) starting on September 12th.  

We will begin the year with a study of Romans. Copies  

of the book are available for purchase through Valerie  

Simons. 

 

Our monthly men’s 

breakfast and devotion 

will resume on Saturday, 

September 8th at 8 a.m. at 

the church.   

 

Please pass the word along 

to your brothers in the 

Lord and join us for a time 

of fellowship together! 

 

 

_________________ 

“Page Turners” 

Book Club  

 
Our book club begins 

meeting again on Friday, 

September 21st at 7 p.m.  

We will be gathering at 

the home of Ed and Beth 

Christians in Eureka (call 

the church office if you 

need the address). Our 
book of the month is A 

Man Called Ove by Fredrik 

Bachman.  The book is 

available through the  

Humboldt County Library.   

 

 Newcomers welcome! 

 

 A New Women’s Small Group is Forming! 

 Salty Sisters Will be Meeting Again! 

mailto:jmsbarklage@aol.com
mailto:janetholmes47@gmail.com
mailto:sallysrm@gmail.com

